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SCARLRT ¥EVER UNCHRCKED IN WARSAW;
REPORT DOCTOR SHORTAGE TN VILLAGRS

88 CASES REPGRTED -- Rzeczpoepolita, No 296, 27 Oct 49

From 25 September to 1 October, 88,cases of scarlet fever were reported
in Warsew.

The aumbar of cases 41d mot diminish early this. monih; ihe diswasy ia
spreading, espscially among children, but adult cases are few. There is a
shortage of beds in children's hospitals and clinics. On one day alons, 25
children siricksn vith the disease could not be admitted to a hospital for
lack of space. At the enl of October, a new wing will be opened for scarlet-
fever patients in the Swietego Ducha Eospital.

LARGE CITIES HAVE OVERSUPFLY OF DOCTC3IS -- Rzeczpospolita, No 296, 27 Oct 49

Becauwse of the shortage of permanent medical ssivies in villages, mobile
medical units from the larger urban ceanters visit the villages every Sunday to
adminloter medical aid and to give instructions in the fundamentals of hygienu
and health.

Tuis eervice cannct repiece permenent medical aid dut is an effort to
bridge the gap wntil the number of physiciens is increased or the existing
ones are more evenly redistributed according to the density of population,
te only solutiom iv ihe provlem &bt pre-eni.

In 1935, there were, exclusive of the Army Medical Corps, 12,917 doctors,
or 3.7 for each 10,000 population. This number was not adequate to provide
ths required medical care in villages. After 5 years of war, the numbsr was
reduced to 7,732, or 3.2 for each 10,000 populatiaon,

Todey in Poland, 5 yeers after the and of hostilties, doctors number about
8,400. The increase is esmall but it must be remembered that a medical course
lesta 5 years, with an sdditional year of internship, and ths mortality rate in
the medical service in Poland 1s large.
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The Minister of dealth is meking an effort to reorgenize the course of studies
to eliminate the additional year of internship by including mors actual practice
In-the course of studies. Last-year medical students already are doing practical
work in hospitals during their wecatiom pericds,

This year it is estimated that the medical profession will be increased by
600 young doctors who must still complets their internship,

There is atill another reason for the shortage of doctors, especially ix
emall towns and villages., For exemple, in the city of Wereaw with a poruvlation
of 600,700, there are about 1,200 doctora, dbut, in Wersaw WoJewedztwo with a
population of over 2 million, thers are nst even half that number. In we city
of Warsew, thore are about 18 doctors for sach 10,000 population as compared to
2.3 in Warsav Wojewodztwo. Last year, In the city of Krekow, there wers 25 docctors
for aach 10,000 population and less tian two in Qlsztyn WoJewodztwo. There is &
relative overesupply of doctors in Eraow, Foznan: Lodz, Gdanek, snd Wersaw.

The existing eitutation is the reason for the act now belng pessed by the
Ministry of Health to resettle physiclans, According to the act, femily, ege,
end health of the physicien are teken into consideration in deeignating those
to be resettlsd. 2 period of 6 monthe ie ellowed from the time of appointment
to the time of departurs, to make preparations for the move, sspecielly to meke
& cholce of location. The Bluzba Zdrovia {Health Barvice), organ of health
services in Poland, weekly publisies e list of vacenciss on the medical staffs
of hospitalas, health centors, and Public Welfare Centera in tha provincial towns,
thus giving the appointee & wide range of locutions from which to choose.

-END -

-e- RESTRATL
RESTRICTED

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/19 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600270414-2




